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NASA's Voyager 1 spacecraft has discovered a new layer of the solar system that scientists
hadn't known was there, researchers announced today (Dec. 3).

Voyager 1 and its sister probe Voyager 2 have been traveling through space since 1977, and are
close to becoming the first manmade objects to leave the solar system.

Scientists haven't been sure exactly when that exit would occur, and now say the spacecraft are
likely in the outermost region of the solar system, which is defined by the extent of the
heliosphere, the large bubble of charged particles the sun puffs out around itself. Voyager 1, in
particular, has entered a new region of the heliosphere that scientists are calling a "magnetic
highway," which allows charged particles from inside the heliosphere to flow outward, and
particles from the galaxy outside to come in.

"We do believe this may be the very last layer between us and interstellar space," Edward Stone,
Voyager project scientist based at the California Institute of Technology, in Pasadena, Calif., said
during a teleconference with reporters. "This region was not anticipated, was not predicted."

Full article:   http://www.space.com/18743-voyager-spacecraft-solar-system-e dge.html
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